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CONTACT INFORMATION: The principal experimenters listed below may be
reached to
answer questions about the research, subjects' rights, or related matters.

Project Director: Kyle G. Machen Major Professor: Dr. Lawrence Leonard
Email: Kyle.machen@bossierschools.orgEmail: lleonard@latech.edu
Phone: 318-655-5567 Phone: 318-257-3712

Members of the Human Use Committee of Louisiana Tech University may also be
contacted if a problem cannot be discussed with the experimenters:

Dr. Stan Napper (257-3056)

Dr. Mary M. Livingston (257-2292 or 257-5066)


mailto:lleonard@latech.edu
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LOUISIANA TECH
UNITVERSITY

MEMORANDUM
OFFICE OF UNIVERSITY RESEARCH
TO: Mr. Kyle Machen and Dr. Lawrence Leonar
FROM: Dr. Stan Napper, Vice President Researc vgiopment
SUBJECT: HUMAN USE COMMITTEE REVIEW
DATE: April 8,2014

In order to facilitate your project, an EXPEDITED REVIEW has been done for your proposed
study entitled:
“The Relationship between Configurations of the New Tech High
School Model and Student Achievement”

HUC 1197

The proposed study’s revised procedures-were found to provide reasonable and adequate
safeguards against possible risks involving human subjects. The information to be collected may
be personal in nature or implication. Therefore, diligent care needs to be taken to protect the
privacy of the participants and to assure that the data are kept confidential. Informed consent isa
critical part of the research process. The subjects must be informed that their participation is
voluntary. It is important that consent materials be presented in a language understandable to
every participant. If you have participants in your study whose first language is not English, be
sure that informed consent materials are adequately explained or translated. Since your reviewed
project appears to do no damage to the participants, the Human Use Committee grants approval
of the involvement of human subjects as outlined.

Projects should be renewed annually. This approval was finalized on April 8, 2014 and this
project will need to receive a continuation review by the IRB if the project, including data
analysis, continues beyond April 8, 2015. Any discrepancies in procedure or changes that have
been made including approved changes should be noted in the review application. Projects
involving NIH funds require annual education training to be documented. For more information
regarding this, contact the Office of University Research.

You are requested to maintain written records of your procedures, data collected, and subjects
involved. These records will need to be available upon request during the conduct of the study
and retained by the university for three years after the conclusion of the study. If changes occur
in recruiting of subjects, informed consent process or in your research protocol, or if
unanticipated problems should arise it is the Researchers responsibility to notify the Office of
Research or IRB in writing. The project should be discontinued until modifications can be
reviewed and approved.

If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Mary Livingston at 257-2292 or 257-5066.

AMEMBER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM

P.O.BOX 3092 » RUSTON, LA 71272 « TEL:(318) 257-5075 * FAX: (318) 257-5079
AN EQUAL OFPORTUNITY UNIVERSITY
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Dear I

I am Kyle Machen, a principal at Benton Middle School in Bossier Parish and a doctoral
candidate in Educational Leadership at Louisiana Tech University. The purpose of this
letter is to request your support and your district’s participation in my dissertation
research study.

My study will examine the relationship between the New Tech High School (NTHS)
models and desired outcomes of the New Tech Network (NTN) as indicated by state
proficiency exams, End of Course (EOC) exams, a college and career readiness exam, the
American College Test (ACT), and School Performance Scores (SPS). Your district’s
participation in this investigation will assist me in my attempt to determine what
components of the NTHS model best facilitate the realization of the NTN goals.

I am hereby requesting your approval to ask teachers and administrators at |||
ﬂ to complete a survey questionnaire addressing their
perceptions of the effectiveness of the NTHS model. I know that time is extremely
valuable to both your principals and teachers; however, their evaluation of the NTHS

model and its realization of the NTN goals is important.

Please be assured that confidentiality will be maintained in the study. Your employees
cannot and will not be individually identified with their survey responses. Their data will
be studied in an aggregated form only and use of the data will be limited to this research.
My major professor at Louisiana Tech, Dr. Lawrence Leonard, and I will be the only
individuals to access to the survey data. Should you have any questions regarding this
research, please feel free to contact me at 318-655-5567 or Dr. Leonard at 318-257-3712.

A response document is attached to this letter. Please respond by Wednesday, March 26™
stating whether or not you will permit your district to be represented in this study. Please
respond through email using the attached document. If you have any questions
concerning the research study, please contact me via email at

kyle.machen@bossierschools.org or by phone at (318) 655-5567.

Thank you in advance for your consideration for taking part in this research.
Sincerely,

Kyle Machen


mailto:kvle.machen@bossiersehools.org
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Superintendent Response
Please:

- Mark your response
- Email this response by Wednesday March 26™, to

kyle.machen@bossierschools.org

As Superintendent of I consent for Mr. Kyle Machen to
contact the principal and teachers of seeking
participation in a research study focused on the effectiveness of the NTHS model and its
realization of the NTN goals.

I do not consent to participation in this study.

Name: [N

Date:


mailto:kvle.machen@bossierschools.org
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bossierparishschoolboard
[ ] N

P.O. Box 2000 Benton, Louisiana 71006-2000  Telephone (318) 549-5000  FAX (318} 549-5044

D.C. Mochen, Jr.
Superintendent
Dr. Jack E. Roley March 21, 2014
P.0. Box 85
mm:»u 709
Srod L. Bockhaus
m:dm To Whom It May Concern:
Dietrict 2
As Superintendent of Bossier Parish Schools, I consent for
mm Mr. Kyle Machen to contact the principal and teachers of
n«nm.aum Louigiana New Tech @ Plain Dealing seeking permission for
their participation in a research study focused on the
% A smith effectiveness of the NTHS model and its realization of the
16 Wilow Bend Rood NIN goals.
Servton, LA 71006
Dwtrict 4

Sincerely (}_}/\/‘/
Michoet S. Mosura [}
s o0 ehin, ?\

D. C. Machen, Jr.
Superintendent
1501 Lesington Drive Bossier Parish SChools

Bossier Parish School System
“An Equal Opportunity Educational Agency”
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Dear I,

I am Kyle Machen, a principal at Benton Middle School in Bossier Parish and a doctoral
candidate in Educational Leadership at Louisiana Tech University. The purpose of this
letter is to request your support and your district’s participation in my dissertation
research study.

My study will examine the relationship between the New Tech High School (NTHS)
models and desired outcomes of the New Tech Network (NTN) as indicated by state
proficiency exams, End of Course (EOC) exams, a college and career readiness exam, the
American College Test (ACT), and School Performance Scores (SPS). Your district’s
participation in this investigation will assist me in my attempt to determine what
components of the NTHS model best facilitate the realization of the NTN goals.

I am hereby requesting your approval to ask teachers and administrators at ||
“ to complete a survey questionnaire addressing
their perceptions of the effectiveness of the NTHS model. Iknow that your principal’s
and teacher’s time is extremely valuable; however, their evaluation of the NTHS model
and its realization of the NTN goals is important.

Please be assured that confidentiality will be maintained in the study. Your employees
cannot and will not be individually identified with their survey responses. Their data will
be studied in an aggregated form only and use of the data will be limited to this research.
My major professor at Louisiana Tech, Dr. Lawrence Leonard, and I will be the only
individuals with access to the survey data. Should you have any questions regarding this
research, please feel free to contact me at 318-655-5567 or Dr. Leonard at 318-257-3712.

A response document is attached to this letter. Please respond by Wednesday, March 26™
stating whether or not you would like your district to be represented in this study. Please
respond through email using the attached document. If you have any questions
concerning the research study, please contact me via email at
kyle.machen@bossierschools.org or by phone at (318) 655-5567.

Thank you in advance for your consideration for taking part in this research.

Sincerely,

Kyle Machen


mailto:kvle.machen@bossierschools.org

Superintendent Response

Please:
- Mark your response
- Email this response by Wednesday, March 26™ to
kyle.machen@bossierschools.org
As Superintendent of I consent for Mr. Kyle Machen to

contact the principal and teachers of
seeking participation in a research study focused on the effectiveness of the
NTHS model and its realization of the NTN goals.

I do not consent to participation in this study.

Name: [

Date:
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CADDO PARISH SCHOOL BOARD

POST OFFICE BOX 12000 * 196) MIDWAY STREET © SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 71130-2000
ARFA CODE 318 * Telephone 603-6300 * Fax 631-5241

Theodis Lamar Goree, Ph.D.
Superintendent

March 20,2014

Pear Mr Machen:

1 commend you on your efforts to pursue an advanced degree. Your request to conduct a
survey with the principal and tcachers at Booker T. Washington New Technology High Schoal
which focuses on the effectiveness of the New Tech High School (NTHS) model and its
realization of the New Tech Network (NTN) goals, has been approved. Your project will be
coordinated through the office of Erin Harp, Director-Accountability and Instructional Support,
viae-mail at cales o oaddo L1 L s,

Research participation of Caddo employees is strictly on a voluntary basis. Approval of the
research study does not mandate/require Caddo employeces to participate.

Thank you and best of luck with your studies.

Y, .

Keith Burton
Chicef Academic Officer

Sipec

< Dr. 1. Lamar Goree, Superintendent
Gayle Flowers, Area Director of School Performance
Erin Harp, Director- Accountability and Instructional Support
Dr. Stacey Russell. Principal - Booker T. Washington New Technology High School

Ctering b gwal Cipportur v m Empiovment and Lducatienal Programs
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Dear I

I am Kyle Machen, a principal at Benton Middle School in Bossier Parish and a doctoral
candidate in Educational Leadership at Louisiana Tech University. The purpose of this
letter is to request your support and your district’s participation in my dissertation
research study.

My study will examine the relationship between the New Tech High School (NTHS)
models and desired outcomes of the New Tech Network (NTN) as indicated by state
proficiency exams, End of Course (EOC) exams, a college and career readiness exam, the
American College Test (ACT), and School Performance Scores (SPS). Your district’s
participation in this investigation will assist me in my attempt to determine what
components of the NTHS model best facilitate the realization of the NTN goals.

I am hereby requesting your approval to ask teachers and administrators at ||| R

to complete a survey questionnaire addressing their perceptions of the
effectiveness of the NTHS model. I know that time is extremely valuable to both your
principals and your teachers; however, their evaluation of the NTHS model and its
realization of the NTN goals is important.

Please be assured that confidentiality will be maintained in the study. Your employees
cannot and will not be individually identified with their survey responses. Their data will
be studied in an aggregated form only and use of the data will be limited to this research.
My major professor at Louisiana Tech, Dr. Lawrence Leonard, and I will be the only
individuals with access to the survey data. Should you have any questions regarding this
research, please feel free to contact me at 318-655-5567 or Dr. Leonard at 318-257-3712.

A response document is attached to this letter. Please respond by Wednesday, March 26™
stating whether or not you would like your district to be represented in this study. Please
respond through email using the attached document. If you have any questions
concerning the research study, please contact me via email at
kyle.machen@bossierschools.org or by phone at (318) 655-5567.

Thank you in advance for your consideration for taking part in this research.
Sincerely,

Kyle Machen


mailto:kvle.machen@bossierschools.org
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Superintendent Response
Please:

- Mark your response
- Email this response by Wednesday, March 26™ to
kyle.machen@bossierschools.org

As Superintendent of wsent for Mr. Kyle Machen to
contact the principal and teachers of seeking participation in a
research study focused on the effectiveness of the NTHS model and its realization of the
NTN goals.

I do not consent to participation in this study.

Name: NN

Date:


mailto:kyle.machen@bossierschools.org
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FROM :LPSB PERSONNEL FAX NO. 13182518100 Mar. 21 2014 81:18PM P2

Lincoln Parish School Board Danny L. Bel
410 South Farmervilie Street Superintendent
Ruston. Louistana 71270-4699 Othe L Anders
Fax: 318-255-3203
Phone; 318-265-1430 President
Website: www.lincoinschoois.ong
Superintendent Response
Pleasc:
- Mark your response and sign below
- Email this responsc by Wednesday. March 26" 10 kyle.machep@bossierschools.ore

v As Superintendent of Lincoln Parish Schools, T consent for Mr. Kyle Machen to contact
the principal and teachers of New Tech @ Ruston seeking purticipation in a research study
focused on the effectiveness of the NTIIS model und its realization of the NTN goals.

. Tdo not consent to participation in this study.

Name: _Q\s..ﬁ_g'*—/

Danny Bell
Superintendent of Lincoln Parish Schools

Date: 3/21/14


http://www.Hncoinschools.org
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Dear [N,

I am Kyle Machen, a principal at Benton Middle School in Bossier Parish and a doctoral
candidate in Educational Leadership at Louisiana Tech University. The purpose of this
letter is to request your participation in my dissertation research study.

My study will examine the relationship between the New Tech High School (NTHS)
models and desired outcomes of the New Tech Network (NTN) as indicated by state
proficiency exams, End of Course (EOC) exams, a college and career readiness exam, the
American College Test (ACT), and School Performance Scores (SPS). Your school’s
participation in this investigation will assist me in my attempt to determine what
components of the NTHS model best facilitate the realization of the NTN goals.

Iam herebi reiuesting your participation, as well as the teachers at ||| | |  EGzNG

by completing a survey questionnaire addressing your perceptions of
the effectiveness of the NTHS model. I know that time is extremely valuable to both you
and teachers; however, your evaluation of the NTHS model and its realization of the
NTN goals is important.

Please be assured that confidentiality will be maintained in the study. Neither you nor the
teachers will be individually identified with your survey responses. Your data will be
studied in an aggregated form only and use of the data will be limited to this research.
My major professor at Louisiana Tech, Dr. Lawrence Leonard, and I will be the only
individuals to access to the survey data. Should you have any questions regarding this
research, please feel free to contact me at 318-655-5567 or Dr. Leonard at 318-257-3712.

Please review SurveyMonkey’s privacy policies prior to completion of the survey. If you
wish to participate in this survey, please access:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/V3XVXCM

Thank you in advance for taking part in this research.
Sincerely,

Kyle Machen
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Dear [

I am Kyle Machen, a principal at Benton Middle School in Bossier Parish and a doctoral
candidate in Educational Leadership at Louisiana Tech University. The purpose of this
letter is to request your participation in my dissertation research study.

My study will examine the relationship between the New Tech High School (NTHS)
models and desired outcomes of the New Tech Network (NTN) as indicated by state
proficiency exams, End of Course (EOC) exams, a college and career readiness exam, the
American College Test (ACT), and School Performance Scores (SPS). Your school’s
participation in this investigation will assist me in my attempt to determine what
components of the NTHS model best facilitate the realization of the NTN goals.

I am hereby requesting your participation, as well as the teachers at |||l
IR corpicing o survey questionire
addressing your perceptions of the effectiveness of the NTHS model. I know that time is
extremely valuable to both you and teachers; however, your evaluation of the NTHS

model and its realization of the NTN goals is important.

Please be assured that confidentiality will be maintained in the study. Neither you nor the
teachers will be individually identified with your survey responses. Your data will be
studied in an aggregated form only and use of the data will be limited to this research.
My major professor at Louisiana Tech, Dr. Lawrence Leonard, and I will be the only
individuals to access to the survey data. Should you have any questions regarding this
research, please feel free to contact me at 318-655-5567 or Dr. Leonard at 318-257-3712.

Please review SurveyMonkey s privacy policies prior to completlon of the survey. If you
wish to participate in this survey, please access:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/V3XVXCM

Thank you in advance for taking part in this research.
Sincerely,

Kyle Machen


https://www.survevmonkev.eom/s/V
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Dear [N

I am Kyle Machen, a principal at Benton Middle School in Bossier Parish and a doctoral
candidate in Educational Leadership at Louisiana Tech University. The purpose of this
letter is to request your participation in my dissertation research study.

My study will examine the relationship between the New Tech High School (NTHS)
models and desired outcomes of the New Tech Network (NTN) as indicated by state
proficiency exams, End of Course (EOC) exams, a college and career readiness exam, the
American College Test (ACT), and School Performance Scores (SPS). Your school’s
participation in this investigation will assist me in my attempt to determine what
components of the NTHS model best facilitate the realization of the NTN goals.

I am hereby requesting your participation, as well as the teachers at ||| || GG
by completing a survey questionnaire addressing your perceptions of the effectiveness of

the NTHS model. Iknow that time is extremely valuable to both you and teachers;
however, your evaluation of the NTHS model and its realization of the NTN goals is
important.

Please be assured that confidentiality will be maintained in the study. Neither you nor the
teachers will be individually identified with your survey responses. Your data will be
studied in an aggregated form only and use of the data will be limited to this research.
My major professor at Louisiana Tech, Dr. Lawrence Leonard, and I will be the only
individuals to access to the survey data. Should you have any questions regarding this
research, please feel free to contact me at 318-655-5567 or Dr. Leonard at 318-257-3712.

Please review SurveyMonkey’s privacy policies prior to completion of the survey. If you
wish to participate in this survey, please access:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/V3XVXCM

Thank you in advance for taking part in this research.

Sincerely,

Kyle Machen


https://www.survevmonkev.eom/s/V3XVXCM
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Dear Teacher,

I am Kyle Machen, a principal at Benton Middle School in Bossier Parish and a doctoral
candidate in Educational Leadership at Louisiana Tech University. The purpose of this
letter is to request your participation in my dissertation research study.

My study will examine the relationship between the New Tech High School (NTHS)
models and desired outcomes of the New Tech Network (NTN) as indicated by state
proficiency exams, End of Course (EOC) exams, a college and career readiness exam, the
American College Test (ACT), and School Performance Scores (SPS). Your school’s
participation in this investigation will assist me in my attempt to determine what
components of the NTHS model best facilitate the realization of the NTN goals.

I am hereby requesting your participation by completing a survey questionnaire
addressing your perceptions of the effectiveness of the NTHS model. I know that your
time is extremely valuable; however, your evaluation of the NTHS model and its
realization of the NTN goals is important.

Please be assured that confidentiality will be maintained in the study. Neither you nor the
teachers will be individually identified with your survey responses. Your data will be
studied in an aggregated form only and use of the data will be limited to this research.
My major professor at Louisiana Tech, Dr. Lawrence Leonard, and I will be the only
individuals to access to the survey data. Should you have any questions regarding this
research, please feel free to contact me at 318-655-5567 or Dr. Leonard at 318-257-3712.

Please review SurveyMonkey’s privacy policies prior to completion of the survey. If you
wish to participate in this survey, please access:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/V3IXVXCM

Thank you in advance for taking part in this research.

Sincerely,

Kyle Machen


https://www.survevmonkev.eom/s/V3XVXCM
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New Tech Principal and Teacher Survey
Dear Teacher or Principal

The purpose of this study, ""The Relationship Between Configurations of the New Tech
High School Model and Student Achievement", is to examine the relationship between
various New Tech High School (NTHS) models in north Louisiana and desired student
and school achievement outcomes. Outcomes will be indicated by state proficiency
exams, that is: End of Course (EOC) exams, college and career readiness exams,
American College Test (ACT), and overall school accountability scores, known in
Louisiana as School Performance Scores (SPS).

I attest by my choice below that I have read and understood the description of the study,
and its purposes and methods. I understand that my participation in this research is
strictly voluntary and my participation or refusal to participate in this study will not affect
my relationship with Louisiana Tech University or my grades in any way. Further, I
understand that I may withdraw at any time or refuse to answer any questions without
penalty. Upon completion of the study, I understand that the results will be freely
available to me upon request. I understand that the results of my survey will be
confidential, accessible only to the principal investigators, myself, or a legally appointed
representative. I have not been requested to waive nor do I waive any of my rights
related to participating in this study.

I understand that my choice below (i.e, Yes or No) signifies my voluntary consent or
refusal to participate in this study.

Yes, I agree to participate in this study.

No, I do not wish to participate in this study.

General Information and New Tech Assignment

12. Do you wish to participate?
O Yes
0 No

13. In which school do you currently work?




14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

174

Which of the three New Tech High School model configurations describes the
school in which you currently work?
O Small learning community (SLC)- small school program in a shared
facility for whole school cooperation
0 Whole school conversion (WSC)- the entire school has adopted the New
Tech model ’
0 Autonomous school (AS)- a school located on a separate site from
existing schools and admitting students from throughout the district

How do you classify your position at your current school, that is, the activity at
which you spend most of your time during the school year?
O Regular teacher
Itinerant teacher
Administrator (e.g., principal, assistant principal, director)
Library media specialist or librarian
Other professional staff (e.g., counselor, curriculum coach, coordinator,
social worker)

O 0ogco

How many years have you worked as a full time teacher?
O

How many years have you worked as a full time teacher in the New Tech
Network?
O
Have you attended or participated in any in-services, conferences, or training
specific to preparing you to provide instructional services in a New Tech School?
O Yes
O No

If yes, the duration of in-service, conference, or training hours was:
0 0-1hour

2-4 hours

5-8 hours

9-15 hours

> 16 hours

[ I
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The New Tech High School Model: Instructional Approaches/Learning Outcomes

20. Of the defined New Tech Network learning outcomes, which learning outcome(s)
do you feel is/are a priority/priorities at your school? PLEASE CHECK ALL
THAT APPLY

0 Content standards

Collaboration

Critical thinking

Oral communication

Written communication

Career preparation

Citizenship and ethics

Technology literacy

O0oogoocoogano

21. The New Tech High School in which you work embeds the afore-mentioned
learning outcomes in the following instructional approaches:

d. Project-based learning (PBL) - a student-centered instructional
approach that emphasizes technology use, standards-based projects,
and cultivation of community partnerships.

O Strongly agree

Agree

Somewhat agree

Disagree

Somewhat disagree

O 0cod

e. Professional learning communities (PLC) - a culture of “trust, respect,
and responsibility” whereby students and teachers are empowered to
make meaningful contributions to school policy and learning.

00 Strongly agree
O Agree
0 Somewhat agree
0 Disagree
0O Somewhat disagree
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f. Integrated technology (IT) — full-scale technology integration into
classrooms through one-to-one computing ratios, Internet access, and
the use of a learning management system that transforms students into
self-directed learners and teacher into learning facilitators.

O

0
0
0
0

Strongly agree
Agree

Somewhat agree
Disagree
Somewhat disagree

New Tech Network: School Success Rubric (SSR)

22. Overall, the school at which I am currently employed is successfully
accomplishing the desired school success outcomes by embedding and
encouraging the following skill sets and attributes in the daily classroom teacher-
student interactions:

b. Students demonstrate a mastery of core knowledge across all
discipline areas (as defined by state and national standards).

0

Ooo0oono

Strongly agree
Agree

Somewhat agree
Disagree
Somewhat disagree

k. Students can effectively communicate complex ideas in well organized
and engaging oral presentations to a variety of audiences and for many

purposes.

O

O
O
O
O

Strongly agree
Agree

Somewhat agree
Disagree
Somewhat disagree
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l. Students can effectively collaborate with others on complex tasks and
can adopt different roles including leadership based on group needs.
0O Strongly agree
Agree
Somewhat agree
Disagree
Somewhat disagree

O 0oo0ono

m. Students are very confident in many settings and demonstrate the
attributes of highly effective people including resilience, patience,
adaptability, and persistence.

O Strongly agree

Agree

Somewhat agree

Disagree

Somewhat disagree

0 s O Dy

n. Students accept the responsibility of their actions, and although they
recognize external circumstances, focus on their own choices and
behaviors instead.

O Strongly agree
O Agree
O Somewhat agree
O Disagree
O Somewhat disagree

o. Students have positive relationships with adults and peers in the school
community and feel a sense of belonging.
O Strongly agree
O Agree
O Somewhat agree
O Disagree
O Somewhat disagree
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p. Students feel empowered to contribute positively to the community
and take on leadership roles. They feel trusted and trust others to be
respectful and responsible.

[0 Strongly agree
0 Agree
O Somewhat agree
0 Disagree
O Somewhat disagree

q. Students have the capacity to successfully complete authentic,
complex, and rigorous tasks that require active exploration, higher-
order thinking, and application of what they have learned.

O Strongly agree
0O Agree
00 Somewhat agree
O Disagree
0 Somewhat disagree

r. Students expect to attend college; have thoroughly researched
postsecondary options, financial aid, and career paths; and have
applied to several organizations that meet their learning and career
objectives.

0O Strongly agree

0 Agree

O Somewhat agree

0O Disagree

0O Somewhat disagree

s. Students meet course requirements needed for 4-year college
eligibility and therefore have a variety of options for post-secondary
learning.

Strongly agree

Agree

Somewhat agree

Disagree

Somewhat disagree

O o0oo0oo0oao



